
Year 5 Summer Newsletter – Term 5 

 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

We hope you and your child have had half term break with your families and are now ready to start the 

term revitalised and ready for some hard work! 

 

English In English this term we will be focussing on writing to entertain. As well as linking 

our Aztec topic with the work produced in English, we will be focusing on various 

English grammar and punctuation skills which will we apply to an adventure story and 

poetry. In particular we will be looking at: embedded clauses to add detail or 

context, a wide range of sentence structures ( simple, compound, complex sentences) 

to add interest, dialogue to convey character and advance the action, adverbs and 

preposition phrases  used effectively to add detail, qualification and precision, 

figurative language to develop settings and atmosphere in detail. 

Reading  As well as reading every day, it is also extremely important to practise asking and 

answering questions about the text. Reading comprehension forms a prominent part 

of the curriculum in year five and we will practise the skills of answering inference, 

retrieval and prediction questions. We will also be using Reading Eggs in our reading 

sessions. It is also important to access this at home to support with this. 

Maths In maths we will be focussing on decimals. We will be looking at how to add, subtract, 

multiply and divide decimals. Furthermore, we will look at where and when we use 

decimals in the real world, for instance solving problems involving money. 

Science Science this term covers Animals Including Humans. They will be able to describe 

the different stages in the growth and development of humans (e.g. baby, child, 

teenager…). They will discuss the changes during puberty and compare gestation 

periods of humans to that of other animals. 

PE In PE we will be covering football. We will develop a broader range of techniques and 

skills for attacking and defending and Know and apply the basic strategic and tactical 

principles of attack, and to adapt them to different attacking and defending 

scenarios. 

Music This term we will be performing songs with complex structures including harmonies 

and singing in four-part unison, We will also look at how we can improve our 

performances by adding percussion. 

Topic In topic, we are focussing on the Aztecs. We will find out where and when they lived, 

why they choose their settlement, what they ate and wore and how they lived. We 

will research about different Gods and how they affected lives. Finally, we will 

understand what happened once the Spanish arrived! 

Art In Art we will be focussing on drawing, making independent use of a sketchbook and 

working from a variety of sources.   

RE In RE our big question is: What does it mean to be a Muslim in Britain today? The 

children will describe the Five Pillars of Islam, identify three reasons why the Holy 

Qur’an is important to Muslims and make connections between key functions of the 

mosque and the beliefs of Muslims. 

Computing In Computing, we will be looking at Information Technology using Purple Mash.  

Children will understand the different ways to search a database in order to answer 

questions correctly and will create their own database on a chosen topic. 

 

http://home.freeuk.net/elloughton13/aztecs.htm


 

Additional Information 

 

PE 

Please note that your child will need to have the correct PE kit in school every day. 

 

 

Their kit should consist of a white t-shirt, dark blue or black shorts/jogging bottoms and 

trainers/daps. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No jewellery is to be worn; hair needs to be tied back and head scarves must be short and 

tight fitting. These are all to ensure the safety of your child. 

 

READING  

Please listen to your child read every day, as this will help both their reading and writing abilities. 

They all have their own login for Reading Eggs, which gives them access to thousands of books. 

They may also bring home a classroom book they have chosen themselves. Your child can also read 

books from home or from a library. Reading comprehension is a big focus so they will need your 

support to help practice the skills we will teach.  You can help at home by asking your child 

questions about their book after they have read such as ‘How do you know he is angry?’ or ‘Why is 

she happy?’  

 

HOMEWORK 

 

Your child will bring two pieces of homework home on a Wednesday, to be returned by the 

following Friday. This will include a list of spellings, which will be tested weekly, and either Maths 

or English.  

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to come and see us at the end of the school day. 

 

Many Thanks 

 

Mrs Waller, Miss Gheorghe and Miss Price 

The Year Five Team 

 

 
 


