
 

Year 5 Science – Term 3 
Living Things and their Habitats 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What should I already know? 

• Recognise that living things can be 

grouped in a variety of ways 

• Explore and use classification keys to 

help group, identify and name a 

variety of living things in their local and 

wider environment. 

• Recognise that environments can 

change and that this can sometimes 

pose dangers to living things. 

 

 Scientific Skills: 

• Describe the differences in the life cycles 

of a mammal, an amphibian, an insect and 

a bird 

• Describe the life processes of reproduction 

in some plants and animals. 

Working Scientifically  

• Review: Report and present findings from 

enquiries, in oral and written forms such as 

displays and other presentations, using 

appropriate scientific language. 

 

Key Vocabulary and Definitions: 

 

Reproduction The process of new living things 
(offspring) being made.  

Asexual 
reproduction 

One parent is needed to create 
an offspring, which is the exact 
copy of the parent. 

Sexual 
reproduction 

Two parents are needed to 
produce offspring, which are 
similar but not identical to their 
parents. 

Fertilise The process of combining male 
and female sex cells in order to 
develop an egg.  

Life cycle The journey of changes that take 
place throughout the life of a 
living thing including birth, 
growing up and reproduction. 

Endangered Species of animal or plant that is 
at risk of extinction. 

Extinction A species of plant or animal that 
has died out. 

Metamorphosis An abrupt change to an animal’s 
body and behavior. E.g. a 
butterfly. 

Pollinate The transfer of pollen to the 
stigma to allow fertilization.  

Gestation The length of the pregnancy. 

 

Teaching Sequence  

 

1. To identify the function of parts of a flower. 

2. To explain how some asexual plants reproduce.  

3. To compare the life cycles of amphibians and insects. 

4. To describe the differences in the life cycles of a mammal and bird (TAPS) 

5. To discuss the work of naturalists and animal behaviourists. 
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Key Knowledge 

 

In Mammals 

 
 

Parts of a plant 

 


