
Year 5 Spring Newsletter – Term 4 

 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

We hope you and your child have had half term break with your families and are now ready to start the 

term revitalised and ready for some hard work! 

 

English In English, this term, we will be focussing on writing to entertain and writing to 

persuade. We will be looking at poetry and writing some of our own. The book ‘The 

boy at the back of the class’ is also linked with our reading. The book is written 

about a young refugee and so we will be exploring some work around refugees in our 

English lessons. Using this, we will be writing persuasive letters in aid of helping 

refugees. We will be focusing on various English grammar and punctuation skills 

which will we apply to a persuasive letters and poetry.  

Reading  As well as reading every day, it is also extremely important to practise asking and 

answering questions about the text. Reading comprehension forms a prominent part 

of the curriculum in year five and we will practise the skills of answering inference, 

retrieval and prediction questions. We will also be setting Reading Eggs homework 

weekly. It is also important to access this at home to support with this. 

Maths In maths we will be focussing on angles, fractions and measurement. They will 

measure the degrees of an angle accurately, estimate an angle and classify angles 

with their properties. In measurement, they will understand units of length, capacity 

and weight; convert between measures; solve problems including decimals and using 

approximations. In fractions, they will recognise mixed number and improper 

fractions; add and subtract fractions, with the denominators that are of the same 

multiple; and multiply proper fractions and mixed number fractions. 

Science Science this term covers properties and changes of materials. We will be looking at 

different conductors and insulators and conducting a range of different 

experiments! We will also be conducting an experiment testing different materials 

and whether they can dissolve in types of liquid. It will also be science week on the 

first week back after half term. We are focusing on climate change and what we can 

do to contribute to the environment! Year 5 will be making wind turbines! 

PE In PE we will be covering football. We will develop a broader range of techniques and 

skills for attacking and defending and Know and apply the basic strategic and tactical 

principles of attack, and to adapt them to different attacking and defending 

scenarios. Year 5 will be using the foundation park to practise their football skills on 

a Thursday afternoon. 

Music Our focus for this term is all about the beat of music. We will be putting together 

an invigorating performance using musical techniques that can be linked to keeping 

healthy and musical skills. 

Topic In topic, we are focussing on geography skills through the topic exploring Europe. 

We will be looking at rivers in Europe, the effects climate change in Europe e.g. 

flooding, comparing climate in different regions of Europe and finding out where our 

food comes from. 



RE In RE our big question is: What would Jesus do? Can we live by the values of 

Jesus in the twenty-first century? We will be learning about the different things 

Jesus taught Christians and deciding whether they can be applied to our life now, 

and if they have similarities to other religions.  

Computing In computing we will be learning about how technology can have a negative effect on 

lifestyles and how using technology before bed can affect how well we sleep. We will 

also be learning about coding and how to create algorithms. We shall be building on 

prior learning by focussing on debugging to make our programs run smoother. 

 

Additional Information 

 

PE 

Year 5 PE is on a Thursday afternoon, however, please note that your child will need to have the 

correct PE kit in school every day. 

 

 

Their kit should consist of a white t-shirt, dark blue or black shorts/jogging bottoms and 

trainers/daps. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No jewellery is to be worn; hair needs to be tied back and head scarves must be short and tight 

fitting. These are all to ensure the safety of your child.  

 

If children wear earrings, they need to be able to take them out (independently) for PE 

lessons. 

 

READING  

Please listen to your child read every day as this will help both their reading and writing abilities. 

They all have their own login for Reading Eggs which gives them access to thousands of books. 

Reading comprehension is a big focus so they will need your support to help practice the skills we 

will teach.  You can help at home by asking your child questions about their book after they have 

read such as ‘How do you know he is angry?’ or ‘Why is she happy?’  

 

HOMEWORK 

Your child will bring two pieces of homework home on a Friday, to be returned by the following 

Wednesday. This will include spelling homework, which will be tested weekly, and Maths 

homework. They will also be set a lesson to complete on Reading Eggs.  

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to come and see us at the end of the school day. 

 

Many Thanks 

 

Miss Truman, Mrs Cuming and Miss Price 

The Year Five Team 


