
Year 5 Autumn Newsletter – Term 2 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

We hope you are well and that your children have enjoyed their first term back at Drove! 

 

 

English In English, our next book for the term will be ‘Letters from the Lighthouse’ by Emma 

Carrol. This book is all about siblings that are evacuated in WW2 to a small village in 

Devon. We will be looking at creating an alternative ending for the story and writing 

a persuasive letter. Each week, we will have a different skill that we will be focusing 

on. This term, we will be looking at using modal verbs and adverbs of possibility, 

dashes for parenthesis and regular and irregular verb tenses to build cohesion. We 

will also have new words of the week. 

Reading  We’re going to be reading ‘‘Letters from the Lighthouse’ by Emma Carrol We will be 

practising retrieval skills and developing our inference skills. Later in the term, we 

will look at a range of texts and letters to support our writing. 

Maths This term, Year 5 will be expanding their addition and subtraction knowledge by 

calculating 4-digit and 4-digit including regrouping and exchanging in a number of 

columns. They will then move on to adding and subtracting decimal numbers up to 3 

decimal places. To build on their knowledge of decimal numbers, Year 5 will be 

multiplying and dividing by 10, 100 and 1000 and recognising patterns when 

calculating them. Towards the end of Term 2, the children will look at properties of 

numbers and learn about prime and composite numbers and then learn about squared 

and cubed numbers and how to calculate them. Year 5 will also continue with 

arithmetic, practicing key skills from Year 4 and being able to complete them 

mentally or with small jottings. They will need to continue to practice all 

multiplication and division facts to enable them to progress through term 3 when 

they move on to multiplication and division.  

Science Year 5 will be learning about properties of materials and what they are most suitable 

for. They will then be investigating thermal conductors and insulators and looking at 

which materials will make a lightbulb shine the brightest. Year 5 will also look at 

mixing and separating liquids and the different ways in which it can be done.  

PE PE will be Tennis this term. Children will learn the rules of tennis as well as building 

their confidence in fore hand and back hand shots to return the ball.  We will 

discuss tactical positioning on the court to compete in competitive games of singles 

and doubles matches. 

Music This term we will be learning how to sing the song ‘Dancing In The Street’ by David 

Bowie. We will be learning how to follow the beat, tempo and actions.  

Topic This term, our History subject will be Crime and Punishment. We will be examining 

crime and punishments throughout British history and how it has changed from the 

ages of the Romans to modern punishments. In addition, we will be examining crimes, 

the laws that made them and the punishments or deterrents.  

RE In RE our focus this term is Christianity. We will be discussing the question: Is the 

Christmas Story True? We will be evaluating different accounts of the story to help 

us understand that stories can be true in different ways. 

Computing In computing we will be learning about online bullying. We will be using our SMART 

rules during our lessons to show how important being safe online is. We will look at 

how anyone can get help if they are being bullied online and identify when to tell a 

trusted adult. The children will also be learning about computer science and how to 

make programmes more complex with algorithms using sequences. 

 

 



 

Additional Information 

 

PE 

Year 5 PE is on a Thursday afternoon, however, please note that your child will need to have the 

correct PE kit in school every day. 

 

 

Their kit should consist of a white t-shirt, dark blue or black shorts/jogging bottoms and 

trainers/daps. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No jewellery is to be worn; hair needs to be tied back and head scarves must be short and tight 

fitting. These are all to ensure the safety of your child.  

 

If children wear earrings, they need to be able to take them out (independently) for PE 

lessons. 

 

READING  

Please listen to your child read every day as this will help both their reading and writing abilities. 

They all have their own login for Rising Stars (using their old Reading Eggs username and 

password). In school, we will be checking. 

 

HOMEWORK 

Your child will bring maths and spelling homework home on a Friday, to be returned by the 

following Wednesday. Spellings will be tested weekly on a Friday. They will also be set a text to 

read on Rising Stars which will need to be completed on Wednesday. 

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to come and see us at the end of the school day. 

 

Many Thanks 

 

Mrs Parker, Miss Brazewell and Mrs Waller 

The Year Five Team 


