
Year 3 Summer Newsletter 
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
We hope you and your child have had a lovely Easter break with your families and are now ready to start 

the term refreshed and ready for some hard work! 

 

English 

  

In Term5 we will be using “Hortense and the Shadow” as our main text. This is a 

picture book about a girl called Hortense and her discontent with the shadow that 

follows her wherever she goes.  

We will cover the national curriculum grammar, punctuation and spelling targets such 

as using adverbs, prepositions and conjunctions for time, place and effect; present 

perfect form of verbs, demarcating speech using inverted commas and describing 

characters in a narrative. 
 

Reading 

comprehension 

In Reading, we will be looking closely at our English text, “Hortense and the shadow”.  

We will look at the vocabulary used in the book and explore the meaning of the 

words in context. Over the term, we will continue to recap skills such as finding and 

retrieving information in a text and making inferences based on evidence in the text. 

 

Maths In Maths, we will be learning about fractions of object and fractions of amount 

before moving on to adding and subtracting fractions with the same denominators. 

The children will also learn about telling the time using analogue clocks. We will start 

off with recapping the previously learnt concepts prior to deepening our 

understanding by sequencing events and comparing times.  

 

Science Our science topic in term 5 is ‘Light and shadows’. We will discover through 

investigation what light and dark are and notice that light is reflected from 

surfaces. The children will be able to carry out relevant observations, begin to offer 

explanations for what they see and communicate what they have found out in a 

scientific way. To provide our children with hands on experience, we have arranged a 

trip to “We the curious” in Bristol. 

 

PE In PE we will be focussing on striking and fielding and learn how to play Rounders.  

We are going to continue to explore why it is important to warm up our bodies.  The 

children will also focus on how to catch a ball, how to throw underarm, how to strike 

(hit) a ball and how to play Rounders. 

 

History In History will be exploring “Romans”. The children will place the Roman era on a 

timeline and find out how and why the Romans invaded Britain. The children will be 

able to find out who was in Britain when the Romans invaded and learn about their 

way of life. Finally, they will explore who Boudicca was from different points of view. 

 

RE The question we will be investigating in RE is “How can Brahman be everywhere and in 

everything?”. 

Children will describe what a Hindu might believe about one of the Hindu gods and 

start to understand that Brahman is in everything. They will also be able to 

recognise some Hindu beliefs about Brahman and gods, showing respect to Hindus.  
 

Computing & Online 

Safety 

In Online Safety we will be focussing on the strand Online Relationships.  We will 

explore what it means to know someone and why it is important to be careful about 

who to trust online including what information and content they are trusted with.  

We will also explore the importance of giving and gaining permission before sharing 

things online. 



In Digital Literacy we will begin to understand how a digital device works and how we 

are connected.  We will also begin to recognise what parts of our school network 

looks like and what the parts are called.  

 

Music We will be looking at a song called ‘Bringing Us Together’ which is a disco song about 

friendship, peace, hope and unity.  We will be listening and appraising other disco 

songs as well as learning to sing the song. 

 

PSHE In PSHE we will be looking at Relationships.  We will be looking at family roles and 

responsibilities, friendships, including taking turns and being a good listener before 

moving onto being a global citizen and understanding how my needs and rights are 

shared by children around the world and identifying how our lives may be different.  

We will finally look at how to express my appreciation to my friends and family.  

 

 

Additional information 

PE 

Please note that your child will need to have the correct PE kit in school every day. 

Their kit should consist of a white t-shirt, dark blue or black shorts/jogging bottoms and 

trainers/daps. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No jewellery is to be worn; hair needs to be tied back and head scarves must be short and 

tight fitting. These are all to ensure the safety of your child. 

 

READING  

Every child has their own individual log to record their reads. Please fill this out every time your 

child reads as there is a reading prize for every 20 reads!  Please do not log their Rising Star 

reads into their Reading Records.  Please ensure that your child is reading at least 4 times a 

week. Please take the opportunity to support your child whilst they are working on Rising Stars. 

It is also important that you listen to your child read books as much as possible as this will help 

both their reading and writing abilities. Reading comprehension is a big focus so they will need 

your support to help practice the skills we will teach.  You can help at home by asking your child 

questions about their book after they have read such as ‘How do you know he is angry?’ or ‘Why is 

she happy?’ 

 

HOMEWORK 

Each week your children will bring home a maths and spelling homework sheet with different 

sections to recap learning which has already taken place. The children will also be assigned a new 

book on Rising Stars each week. All homework is given out on a Friday and needs to be returned 

by the following Wednesday. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to come in and see us at the end of the school 

day. 

 

 



LUNCHBOXES 

We encourage all the children to lead fit and healthy lifestyles.  A part of this also stems from 

home and lunchboxes need to have a variety of food groups within them.  A main part of the meal 

needs to be included (e.g. sandwiches, wraps, rice) alongside some of the following suggestions: 
- Yoghurt 

- Fresh / Tinned Fruit 

- Vegetable sticks 

- Jelly 

- Crisps / Biscuit 

There is lots of advice and suggestions at:  

https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes/  

If you have any difficulties / questions please speak to your child’s class teacher.   

 

Many Thanks 

Mrs Walker, Miss Cooper and Mrs Ramzan. 

The Year Three Team 


