
 
Welcoming children back to school: preparation for pupils, in all year groups returning to school full-time from the beginning of the autumn term. 

The Department for Education (DfE) has published official guidance for the full opening of schools (here), which includes a number of mandatory elements schools are 
required to put in place for the full opening of schools to minimise the risk of transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19). This is public heath advice, endorsed by Public 
Health England (PHE). The rest of the guidance is focused on how the DfE expects schools to operate in the new context. 
 
Taking key points from the DfE guidance, we set non-negotiables that all White Horse Federation schools are taking to minimise the risks of coronavirus (COVID-19) transmission, teach an ambitious and broad curriculum from the start of the 
autumn term and provide appropriate wellbeing support for pupils to re-engage with their education. The leaders in each school have produced detailed plans to support full opening and reflect local conditions and requirements. 
 
Below are summary points of the plans: 

 
DfE Guidance The White Horse Federation non-negotiables 

Clean hands thoroughly more often 
than usual 
 

 Pupils must clean their hands regularly, including when they arrive at school, when they return from breaks, when they change rooms and before and after eating 
 

Minimise contact between 
individuals and maintain social 
distancing wherever possible 
 

 The school must do everything possible to minimise contacts and mixing while delivering a broad and balanced curriculum. The overarching principle to apply is reducing the number of 
contacts between children and staff.  

 
 A procedure for arriving and leaving school to minimise contact must be established and communicated to all stakeholders. 

 
 Some pupils with SEND will need specific help and preparation for the changes to routine. Special educational needs coordinators must work with class teachers to plan to meet these needs. 

 
 Schools must limit the amount of equipment pupils bring into school each day, to essentials such as lunch boxes. 

 
Minimise contact with individuals 
who are unwell by ensuring that 
those who have coronavirus (COVID-
19) symptoms, or who have 
someone in their household who 
does, do not attend school 

 Pupils, staff and other adults do not come into the school if they have coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms 
 

 In the event of a child displaying symptoms, PPE must be worn by staff caring for that child while they await collection if a distance of 2 metres cannot be maintained.  
 

 Everyone must wash their hands thoroughly for 20 seconds with soap and running water or use hand sanitiser after any contact with someone who is unwell. 
 

Engage with the NHS Test and Trace 
process 

 Schools must ensure they understand the NHS Test and Trace process and how to contact their local Public Health England health protection team.  
 

Transport/Travelling to and from 
school 
 

 Encourage parents, staff and pupils to walk or cycle to school. 
 

 If a pupil uses public transport or dedicated school transport, they must use hand sanitiser upon boarding and disembarking and distance themselves from others not in their group/bubble. 
 

 Pupils over the age of 11 must wear face masks when using public transport. 
 

Attendance  Pupils of compulsory school age must be in school unless a statutory reason applies. 
 Where a pupil is unable to attend school because they are complying with clinical and/or public health advice, the school must immediately offer access to remote education. 
 Where children are not able to attend school as parents are following clinical and/or public health advice, absence will not be penalised. 
 Pupils who are reluctant or anxious about returning or who are at risk of disengagement will be identified and plans developed for re-engagement. 
 

School Uniform  All schools must re-introduce their full uniform policy.  
 

Extra-Curricular Provision  Schools will consider resuming any breakfast and after-school provision from the start of the autumn term dependent on staffing and available space to minimise contact and maintain 
distance between groups/bubbles. 

 



 
 

DfE Guidance for full opening: TWHF non-negotiables 
Curriculum expectations and key 
principles 

 The key principles that underpin our advice on curriculum planning are: 

 education is not optional: all pupils receive a high-quality education that promotes their development and prepares them for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later 
life. 

 the curriculum remains broad and ambitious: all pupils continue to be taught a wide range of subjects, maintaining their choices for further study and employment. 

 remote education, where needed, is high quality and aligns as closely as possible with in-school provision: schools and other settings continue to build their capability to educate pupils 
remotely, where this is needed. 

Key expectations - curriculum  Teach an ambitious and broad curriculum in all subjects from the start of the autumn term, but make use of existing flexibilities to cover the most important missed content. 
 

 Prioritisation within subjects of the most important components for progression is likely to be more effective than removing subjects, which pupils may struggle to pick up again later. 
 

 Teaching time should be prioritised to address significant gaps in pupils’ knowledge with the aim of returning to the school’s normal curriculum content by no later than summer term 2021. 
 

 Curriculum planning should be informed by an assessment of pupils’ starting points and addressing the gaps in their knowledge and skills, in particular making effective use of regular 
formative assessment (for example, quizzes, observing pupils in class, talking to pupils to assess understanding, scrutiny of pupils’ work). 

 
 Develop remote education so that it is integrated into school curriculum planning: Remote education may need to be a component in the delivery of the school curriculum for some pupils, 

alongside classroom teaching, or in the case of a local lockdown. All schools are therefore expected to plan to ensure any pupils educated at home for some of the time are given the support 
they need to master the curriculum and so make good progress. All pupils are expected to fully engage with the remote learning. 
 

 Schools will work in partnership with families of pupils in exam years to support arrangements for national testing and summer exams. 
Physical Activity in Schools  Pupils must be kept in consistent groups. Sports equipment thoroughly cleaned between use by each different individual group, and contact sports avoided. Outdoor sports should be 

prioritised and large indoor spaces used where it is not, in order to maximise distance between pupils.  Scrupulous attention should be paid to cleaning and hygiene.  
 

 Schools are able to work with external coaches, clubs and organisations for curricular and extra-curricular activities where they are satisfied that this is safe to do so. 

Pupil wellbeing and support  Schools to provide pastoral activities to all pupils designed to: 

 support the rebuilding of friendships and social engagement 

 address and equip pupils to respond to issues linked to coronavirus (COVID-19) 

 support pupils with approaches to improving their physical and mental wellbeing 

 
 Schools to provide more focused pastoral support where issues are identified that individual pupils may need help with, drawing on external support where necessary and possible. 

 
 Schools to engage with school nursing services to support the health and wellbeing of their pupils. 

Behaviour expectations  The school behaviour policy must be reviewed/updated and then uploaded to the school website by Friday, 4th September and key principles communicated to staff, pupils and parents by 
the end of term 6. 

Remote education support  Where a class, group or small number of pupils need to self-isolate, or there is a local lockdown requiring pupils to remain at home, we expect schools to have the capacity to offer immediate 
remote education. 

 School lunches  Schools will contact parents about the arrangements for lunch times prior to returning to school in the autumn term. 

 


