
Reception Phonics Workshop

Thursday 25th April 2019



What will we be covering today?
• What is Phonics?
• Important Vocabulary
• Activity
• Tricky Words
• Cursive Handwriting Expectations
• Phonics and Reading
• Phonics and Writing
• Parental Support



Phonics is very important to help your child to
be able to both read and write. From a very
early age it is important to . . .

• Talk and Listen.

• Read with and to your child.

• Play listening games.

• Sing songs and rhymes.

• Simple movement games.



All these things will help to build up
connections in the brain, an enjoyment of
language and confidence to try things out.

If you can’t speak it you can’t 
write it.



What is Phonics?
• ‘Sounding out’ words to read and

write : Blending and Segmenting.
• Children need to use the letter

sounds (not names) to decode
words. For example . . .

c-a-t > cat



Phase 2

s, a, t, p, i, n, m, d, g, o, c, k, ck, e, u, r, h, b, f, ff, 
l, ll, ss.

Phase 3

j, v, w, x, ch, sh,  th, th, ng, ai, ee, oa, oo, oo, 
igh, oi, ow, ur, er, or, ar, ear, air, ure.

By the end of Reception all children should be 

secure in Phase 3.



Phase 4

No new sounds taught. This phase teaches
your child to write two syllabled words,
such as lunchbox. Also the phase teaches
more of the high frequency words.

Phase 5

ay, ou, ie, ea, oy, ir, ue, aw, wh, ph, ew, oe, 
au, ey, a-e, e-e, i-e, u-e. 



What is a Phoneme?

• The smallest unit of sound in a 
word.

• There are 45 phonemes that 
we teach. 



What is a Grapheme?
• Letters representing a 

phoneme.
c        ai         igh

• This is an important skill to help children
with their reading fluency and their
ability to write words.

Children need to practise recognising the grapheme and 

saying the phoneme that it represents.



What is Blending?

• Recognising the letter sounds
in a written word . . .

c-u-p > cup

• Robot Arms.



What is Segmenting?

• ‘Chopping Up’ the word to spell 

it out. Skill used in writing.

• The opposite of blending.

• Robot Arms.



What are Sound Buttons?
• We used ‘sound buttons’ to help 

the children blend and segment 
words

c   a   t          k  i  ck   



Important Vocabulary
• DIGRAPHS – 2 letters that make 

1 sound.
ll    ss   zz   oa    ai

• TRIGRAPHS – 3 letters that 
make 1 sound.

igh    air



Segmenting Activity
• Use your ‘robot arms’ to say how 

many phonemes in each word.
shelf
dress
sprint
string



Answers
• shelf = sh – e – l – f = 4 phonemes.

• dress = d  - r  - e – ss = 4 phonemes.

• sprint = s – p – r – i – n – t = 6 phonemes.

• string = s – t – r – i – ng = 5 phonemes.



Tricky Words
• Words that are not phonically decodable. 

For example, the to I.

• Some are ‘tricky’ to start with but will 
become decodable once we have learned 
the harder phonemes.

• These words the children just need to 
look at and be able to read.



Cursive Handwriting
• Our school policy states that all children

should be exposed to cursive handwriting
from Reception up to Year Six.

• Exposure to all types of font.

• Reception expectations. Not required to
write cursive. Child dependent.



Reading at Drove
• Individual, shared and guided reading.

• Reading Eggs. Update. + / -

• Use of fiction and non fiction. 

• Role modelling skills to class.

• Key focus for session.

• Modelling reading behaviours.



Reading at Home
• Read everywhere and everything.

• Play games.

• Make books accessible.

• Be a good role model.

• Make reading part of a routine at least 4 times a 
week and write in yellow book.

• Enjoy and praise.



Phonics to Support Writing
Early Learning Goal 

Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in 
ways which match their spoken sounds. They also write 
some irregular common words. They write simple 
sentences which can be read by themselves and others. 
Some words are spelt correctly and others are 
phonetically plausible.
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Phonics Support for Parents

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
ksblMiliA8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ksblMiliA8


Phonics Play

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/




Oxford Owl

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-
school/default

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-school/default




What to do Next . . . 
• Play lots of sound and listening 

games with your child.
• Read as much as possible to and with 

your child.
• Encourage and praise for trying. 



Any Questions?


