
All you need know 
about Mathematics

Numbers and
Space, Shape and Measure



Early Years Foundation Stage

• In Reception, we follow the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS).

• Children are assessed at the end of the year as either Emerging, 
Expected or Exceeding in Numbers and Space, Shape and Measure.

• When children leave Reception, they should be Expected in the Early 
Learning Goal.



Number
• Early Learning Goal – Children count reliably 

with numbers from one to 20, place them in 
order and say which number is one more or one 
less or one less than a given number. Using 
quantities and objects, they add and subtract 
two single digit numbers and count on or back 
to find the answer. They solve problems, 
including doubling, halving and sharing.

• Exceeding - Children estimate a number of 
objects and check quantities by counting up to 
20. They solve practical problems that involve 
combining groups of 2, 5 or 10, or sharing into 
equal groups. 



Number in the Early Years

• Reciting numbers in order.

• Counting reliably – 1:1 correspondence -
example of 1:1 correspondence

• Recognising numerals 1-20 and putting 
them in order.

• Knowing one more or one less than a 
given number.

• Recording number through pictures 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W4ApjBt_DUM


Number in the Early Years

• Adding together two groups of objects to 
find a total.

• Using single digit numbers e.g. 6+4=10

• Taking away from a group of objects



Number
• Solve practical problems including –

• Doubling – ice cream scoops in the café using 
‘double’ scoops, Two teddies have come for lunch –
now two more have arrived, how many do we have 
now? How could we record this?

 Halving – Sharing a group of objects equally 
between two children – food in a café, cutting 
fruit for snack in half



Number in the Early Years

• This year, we have been looking at 1 number a week 
and how it is represented on different 
mathematical resources:
- Number line
- Dice
- Number fan
- Numicon
- 10’s frame 

• We have been looking at part, part, whole:
- 4= 2+2 and 3 + 1
- 7= 4+3, 5+2, 6+1



Shape, Space and Measure in the 
Early Years

• As in Number, children are assessed at the end of the year 
as either Emerging, Expected or Exceeding in Shape, Space 
and Measure.

• Early Learning Goal - Children use everyday language to talk 
about size, weight, capacity, position, distance, time and 
money to compare quantities and objects and to solve 
problems. They recognise, create and describe patterns. 
They explore characteristics of everyday objects and shapes 
and use mathematical language to describe them. 

• Exceeding - Children estimate, measure, weigh and compare 
and order objects and talk about properties, position and 
time. 



Shape, Space and Measure in the 
Early Years

• Shapes in the environment – describing shapes 
e.g round, flat.

• Naming 2D and 3D shapes.

• Describing their position in relation to objects –
behind, next to etc.

• Describe and create patterns – colour or number 
pattern

• Uses the mathematical vocabulary of size, 
weight, capacity, distance, time and money. 



Maths at home

Maths can be apart of your child’s everyday life.

- Cooking- weighing, chopping foods in half, counting, 
grouping foods, sharing foods with the family
- Walking to the park- discovering shapes, numbers on 
doors/number plates/buses, counting your steps
- Playing board games- dice/number recognition and 
counting on
- Going to the shops- looking at money 

- Shape/ number hunt

- Big and Small- grouping objects together 



Working together

• Children learn best when home and school work 
together. Their understanding will increase, 
helping them to reach their end of year goal 
quicker.  

• It is important to carry on your child’s learning. 

• If you are unsure, please ask one of the Reception 
team and we will do our best to help and support 
you. 



WORKSHOP DATES



Thank you for attending and we 
look forward to seeing you at 

one of the workshops. 




