
 

 

 

 

 
 
30 June 2020 
 

Moving Forward towards September 
 

Dear Parent or Carer, 
 
Please forgive the late arrival of this letter to you as it was originally designed to come to you 
yesterday but I’d heard that the Secretary of State, Gavin Williamson, was due to make a significant 
announcement in Parliament yesterday but in essence it turned out to be very much what had 
already been heard. 
 
Throughout the duration of the Coronavirus crisis I have tried wherever possible to put you and your                 
child’s safety at the centre of everything we have done as a Trust.  

I’ve tried to keep you informed at every step of the way of what I was thinking, the boundaries I was                     
prepared to work within and the actions we would take as a result of my thinking. 

This letter is an attempt to continue in that tradition of transparency by sharing with you some of                  
the planning being undertaken in schools to try and prepare for some kind of September opening. 

At every step of the way during this crisis I have tried to ensure that there is clarity in the absence of                      
clear direction from the government and this lack of clear direction or focus continues even today                
with regard to how we will be expected to open your child’s school in September. 

As a result, I have asked your Headteacher or Principal to forward this letter to you and an                  
attachment entitled “Moving Forwards towards September”. In this document I have tried to             
confirm what school will look like and how it might operate from September. There are two possible                 
scenarios; 

1. Full open 
2. Partially open 

Each of these is explored fully in this paper and my thinking behind it but it may take a week or two                      
for your child’s Headteacher or Principal to flesh out the detail for their particular school with their                 
Director of School Improvement, so please bear with us. Nevertheless, I have asked that you are                
given further information about the broad detail of what will be happening in your child’s school no                 
later than the 13th July. Final and finer details about your particular child will be sent to you during                   
the week commencing 20th July. 

For parents of children with SEND or those in receipt of an EHCP the Special Needs coordinator or                  
key worker from your child’s school will contact you personally during the week commencing 13th               
July to discuss in fine detail the additional support we are able to give to your child and the intended                    
interventions we will be able to provide. Even at this point there are likely to be some nuances and                   
tweaks later to ensure that we do the very best for your son or daughter. 



 

For all pupils returning to one of our schools in September there will be two key foci; 

1. To ensure every young person attending a WHF school is as happy, safe and secure as they                 
can be and continue to be so while in our care. 

2. To maximise the learning of every child as often as possible for as long as possible but                 
dependent on the prevailing conditions created by Coronavirus.  

We will not stint in making every effort to get this right for your child but there may have to be some                      
compromises. We cannot guarantee for example, maybe for staffing reasons, to be able to run all of                 
the after-school activities or the wrap around care that we would usually offer. Our school hot                
lunches may not offer as a wide a range as usual and the curriculum might be a bit tighter due to the                      
need to catch up on some of the basics missed over the last three or four months. 

While in school though we will make extra efforts to reduce any anxiety caused by being away for so                   
long, we will reduce learning gaps by offering intervention support where needed and we will ensure                
that every pupil or student knows how happy we are to have them back in school. 

We’ll also keep you completely informed about how your child is doing, what extra steps we are                 
taking to ensure they are thriving at school, where the examination systems are heading and what it                 
means for your child and how you can help us to get the most out of their time with us. Basically,                     
we’ll stop at nothing within our power to make sure you and your child are happy. 

But it won’t be perfect. It won’t be as it was before and what we can offer may not suit everyone                     
perfectly due to restrictions of staff or space or Government determined conditions. In short, despite               
our best efforts there still maybe compromises which need to be made and then accepted by all                 
parties. I’d ask you to continue to support us, trust that we are determined to do our best for your                    
child and I’d ask for your understanding if we sometimes don’t get it quite right due to the strange                   
circumstances that we find ourselves in. 

Of course, all of this may change if the government directs us to go in a different direction but until                    
that point, I intend that we create transparency where everything seems little opaque. 

You will have questions I am sure about your child returning to school but I’d ask you to hold off                    
asking your school these questions before the 13th July. During the intervening time we’ll work with                
your child’s school and our media partners to ensure that your school website is jam-packed with all                 
the information you’ll need to guarantee a successful return to school. But we, your child’s school                
and the WHF Trust, need a few weeks grace, until 13th July, to try and work out the fine detail of how                      
fabulous it will all be in September. 

Finally, another big thank you to you, our Parents and Carers. Your support, your resilience, your                
kind thoughts and your understanding has been inspiring to me personally and has sustained my               
fighting spirit through some tricky times. You have made us an even tighter WHF family than before                 
and my continued promise to you is to keep your child’s safety, their education and their wellbeing                 
at the forefront of everything we do. 

Take care, 

 
Dr N R Capstick O.B.E 



 

CEO TWHF 


