
Family Fun for the Summer Holidays! 
 
The holidays are nearly here and lots of attractions in Swindon are slowly re-opening so we 
have collected a list of fun things to do this summer. 
It is still really important that we continue to be careful and stay safe and remember we 
still need to maintain social distancing and wash hands regularly and thoroughly. 
 
Getting out and about around Swindon- please check individual locations websites and 
Facebook pages before travelling as, during this time, opening arrangements may have to be 
altered at short notice. Information has been checked at the time of writing but is likely to 
change over the coming weeks. 
 
Lydiard Park- Entrance off Hook Street or Hay Lane. Parking charges apply. At the time of 
writing the play parks remain closed, but there are acres of grounds to explore and enjoy 
with a picnic. A takeaway service is operating for snacks, drinks and ice creams (card 
payments only) and the toilets are open. 
Currently there is also a ‘Magical Fairy Door Trail’ around Lydiard with 14 fairy doors hidden 
in trees for you and your children to find. They are not all obvious so you need good hunting 
skills to find them and it’s a great way to encourage your child to be active and explore the 
whole park. 
 
Coate Water- Entrance off Marlborough Road. Parking charges apply. At the time of writing 
the children’s play parks and the splash park remain closed but the miniature steam railway 
is operating at set times. There are lovely walks around the lake and the café is now open 
for takeaway (card payments only).  
 
Butterfly world and Farm Park- Located at the Garden Centre Just off the Junction 16 
Motorway roundabout (head towards Wroughton and it is on the right). Open every day 
from Thursday 16th July from 10-5pm (last entry at 3.30pm).  Meet and enjoy animals and 
insects of all shapes and sizes including their butterfly house with its lush vegetation & fish 
pools, indoor reptile house full of creepy crawlies, giant tortoise, wonderful meerkats, 
otters, 'Rigby the Racoon', geese, goats, chickens, pheasants, pigs, sheep and lambs (in 
season) and much more. All Covid-19 precautions are in place. 
 
Lotmead Farm is now open on a limited basis for ‘Pick Your Own sessions’. Lotmead is on 
the Wanborough Road just outside Swindon. https://www.lotmead.co.uk/ 
Due to Covid-19 restrictions they will be operating on a strict pre-booking system for entry 
to Lotmead Farm Pick Your Own. You will need to book your entry slot, together with 
anyone in your household who will be coming with you. Please only plan to visit with 
members of your household. Available entry times will be updated on the Lotmead 
Farm Facebook page as well as through their booking page 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pick-your-own-at-lotmead-farm-tickets-106751921872 
 
Roves Farm- Located just outside Swindon in Sevenhampton, SN6 7QG. Roves Farm are busy 
getting ready and putting safety measures into place and continuing to follow the 
Government guidelines. Everyone, including members, will need to pre-book tickets online 
at https://rovesfarm.co.uk/ so they can control the numbers entering the farm. They have a 
busy programme of activities, with lots of animals to see, space for picnics and walks and a 
café open for card purchases only.  
Cost: £9.30 for adults and years 3-16, £4 for 2 year olds and free for under 2 year olds 
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Farmer Gows- Located just off the A420 (Oxford-Swindon) on the B4508 between Fernham 
and Longcot villages. Now open for online booking to enjoy 'hands on' meet the animals 
workshops in small groups at https://www.farmergows.co.uk/ Bottle and hand feeding of 
lambs and goat kids will resume soon. Indoor and outdoor adventure play is also available. 
Also, you can book online to get hot and cold refreshments delivered to your table! Opening 
times: Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday, 10-5pm. 
 
South Cerney Lakes are a collection of lakes near Cirencester each offering different 
activities such as a manmade beach, paddle boarding, kayaks, pedaloes etc. See individual 
websites as pre-booking is required. 
South Cerney Outdoor- Lake 12, Spine Road, South Cerney, Cirencester, Gloucestershire GL7 
5TL. Enjoy family activities in the Cotswolds, such as hiring out one of our canoes, kayaks, 
stand-up paddleboards or sailing dinghies... Check out details on our Pay & Play page about 
the many leisure activities in the Cotswolds that we have to offer.   
https://www.southcerneyoutdoor.co.uk/ 
Cotswold Country Park and Beach-Sprats gate Lane, Shorncote, Cirencester GL7 6DF 
https://www.cotswoldcountryparkandbeach.com/ “Home of the LARGEST Inland Paddling 
Beach in the UK! Whether relaxing with friends and family on a sandy beach beside a 
beautiful swimming lagoon, or enjoying activities from water sports to mini golf within 
beautiful parkland, the Cotswold Country Park and Beach offers the perfect day out, time 
after time.” 
 
From the 25th July the Better Leisure Centres will begin to re-open across Swindon for 
Swimming and other activities. See https://www.better.org.uk/leisure-centre/swindon for 
information about available activities in each centre 
 
Search ‘Days out for kids Swindon’ on Facebook for a really handy group with lots of ideas 
for local (often free) things to do with the children over the holidays. 
 
Staying closer to home 

Try making going for walks in your local area a bit more exciting by creating a treasure hunt. 
Create a list of treasure for your child to find. E.g. A really big leaf, a really small leaf, a 
feather, an interesting rock, a straight stick, a really tall tree, 3 birds, a yellow flower, a bug. 

Make some playdough- recipe 
here- https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/howto/guide/playdough-recipe Making the 
playdough is great fun and then they can play with it for days afterwards. 

Have a movie afternoon- your child can make tickets, watch popcorn popping in the 
microwave, show you to your seats and share a favourite movie together. 

Make a den- Get lots of spare sheets, duvet covers, blankets etc. and hang them over a 
table, or arrange some chairs to hang them between, or use a washing line or clothes horse, 
or use the sofa and the sofa cushions. Pegs are useful to hold things together. Fill the den 
with cushions and books and watch how much more fun reading becomes, or where their 
imagination takes them. 

Cook together- baking is great fun and fantastic learning for children. Start with something 
simple like one of these recipes 
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https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/collection/kids-baking or give them age-appropriate 
jobs to do to help you make dinner. 

Get crafty at home- Swindon Scrapstore is open with social distancing procedures in place 
(adults must wear a mask). Pop in and stock up on craft activities and toys to entertain the 
children over the holidays. Fill a basket with scrap resources for £6 or a trolley for £15 or 
visit the craft shop for more reasonably priced art and craft resources. 
https://www.scrapstore.co.uk/ 

Summer Holiday Sports Camps/Childcare 

A list of Holiday Club providers can be found here 
https://swindon.mylifeportal.co.uk/content/send-local-offer/landing-pages/leisure-landing-
and-content-page/summer-holiday-childcare-providers/ 
The government are encouraging parents to aim to use only one childcare provider 
wherever possible. 
 
Draycott Sports Camp is running at Oakhurst Primary School throughout the Summer 
Holidays https://www.draycottsportscamp.com/ 
 
Swindon Community Tennis- You can book tennis courts at 
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/SwindonCommunityTennis2 
 
The Dream Big Holiday Club aim to provide inspiring, thought provoking activities that allow 
children to be creative and have fun with like-minded children 
https://www.swindontuitioncentre.co.uk/holiday-clubs 
 
Online Activities 
 
Steam museum is closed until further notice due to Covid 19 but you can access a virtual 
tour of the museum. https://www.steam-museum.org.uk 
 
All Libraries are closed until further notice but you can access their services via this website 
https://swindonlibraries.wordpress.com/   Every Tuesday there are story and songs for 
children via You Tube and Facebook live. 
 
Family Yoga and activities around the home and garden and in your local community, 
suitable for all ages https://www.wiltshirewildlife.org 
 
https://www.wwf.org.uk/things-to-do-home   - So much to do and see on this website for 
everybody interested in the natural world!  
 
Thousands of colouring pages, kids crafts, educational resources, puzzles, printables of all 
sorts, worksheets, sudoku for kids and lots more fun activities for kids! 
https://www.activityvillage.co.uk/ 
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