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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
It’s hard to believe that we are at the end of another academic year. This is my chance to reflect on the past year and 
ponder on all the amazing events that have happened at Drove. For me this is both a sad time but also a very exciting 
time. Firstly I have to say goodbye to my Year 6 children and I will miss them dearly but I know that they have finally 
gained their ‘wings to fly’. There are many new adventures that lie ahead for them and a new chapter in their 
education journey is about to begin. 
Although there will always be a feeling of sadness as they leave Drove, there is a tremendous amount of joy and 
satisfaction from what the children have achieved. They have grown in confidence and resilience and I am extremely 
proud of all of them. 
 
Drove has a revolving door through which many children and staff pass but they often return to say hello or to join in 
special events and so goodbye is not forever. However, we do have some more farewells to announce for both 
teachers and support staff. Starting at the youngest end of the school we say farewell to Miss Gonsalves, Mr Young,   
Miss Smith, Miss Noor, Mrs Rudman and Mrs Nizar followed by Miss Blissett, Miss Sulh and Mrs Flippence. We are a 
school that develops fabulous individuals who are then ready to take on new challenges and spread their talents 
further afield or as in the case of Mrs Flippence, earn a well-earned retirement. 
We also say a fond farewell to Mrs Waller, Mrs Hughes and Mrs Waheed who start their maternity. We are all really 
excited about the new additions to the Drove family and we look forward to hearing about the new arrivals in 
September. 
The teachers and TA’s and admin staff leaving us have done an amazing job throughout their time at Drove. We have 
been so lucky to have such a talented group and I would like to thank them for their contribution to the school and 
the children that they have worked with. We wish them all good luck in their new ventures. 
 
On a positive note we are now welcoming a whole new group of extremely talented and enthusiastic teachers and 
TA’s. We have worked hard to ensure that we continue to get the best for Drove and I am confident that we will not 
be disappointed. We welcome (In bold): 
 
Year 6   Mrs Anna Vernon, Miss Amandeep Khaira, Mr Craig Roberts 
Year 5  Mrs Sarah Cumming, Miss Alice Price, Miss Hannah Truman  
Year 4 Mrs Grace Hill, Mr Mike Knight, Mrs Michelle Walker 
Year 3  Miss Roxanna Gheorghe, Miss Sophie Heeks, Mrs Lynsey McGinn 
Year 2  Miss Sinead Sexton, Mrs Abby Mansi, Miss Abby Picton 
Year 1   Mr James Bowers, Miss Kyra Edgington, Miss Chloe Leach 
Reception Miss Caroline Crow, Miss Hollie Phillips, Miss Lucy Bailey 
Nursery  Mrs Jodie Lane, Mrs Nicoleta Sheen, Miss Rebecca Richardson 
 
We also have 3 students training with us from September. Mrs Rachel Cooper who has worked with us as TA for the 
last few years and has been successful in gaining a place on the Schools Direct course to train to be a teacher. We 
also have Ms Bhavna Parewa and Schools Direct student Miss Nadia Ahmed a PGCE student joining us as well. 
During the summer holidays Miss Fidler will be getting married to Mr James Philips and Miss Grace Goodier will be 
marrying Mr Ryan Hill. On behalf of all at Drove we wish them all the best for their new life together. 
 
Please use the summer holidays to have fun with your children but also encourage them to read. Reading is a key to 
continued success and we want our children to be successful contributors to future generations. 
Please look at the website for updates and next year’s calendar. www.drove-pri.swindon.sch.uk 
 
Thank you to everyone who supported the summer fete. We raised an amazing £825 which, we are going to put 
towards new reading books. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank everyone for their continued support. We have such a wonderfully diverse community 
and going forward I would like to create more opportunities to celebrate this diversity.  
Have a restful summer break and make the most of this special time with your children. Fingers crossed the weather 
stays warm and sunny. 
We return to school on Wednesday 4th September 2019 
 
Best wishes  
Helen Swanson 


