
‘The Roots to Grow and the Wings to Fly’

The Early Years Foundation 
Stage Profile 



The Early Years

This year, Drove Primary School, along with other schools are lucky enough to trail the 
Department for Education’s new changes to the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile. If it is 

successful, it will be made statuary in 2021 and introduced throughout the schools in England.  

The key objectives is to improve the outcomes for all children particularly in language and literacy. 



The Early Years

In the Early Years, learning takes place though planned and play based learning opportunities. This 
is provided both inside and outside the classroom. Play is an important part of a child’s early 

development. Playing helps young children’s brains to develop and for their language and 
communication skills to mature. Children learn how to express themselves and manage their 

feelings in appropriate ways.  

In Reception we have ‘free learning’, this is where your child will have the chance to learn through 
play across the Reception department. They will be able to meet other children from the other 

classes and explore their environment. 



The Early Years in September

As the children have missed a great deal of time socialising with other adults and children outside of 
their household, there will be a greater emphasis on the prime areas of learning. The area in particular 

will be Personal, Social and Emotional development and their wellbeing. 

Please be reassured that Reception will still be a warm, welcoming and happy place for your child to be. 
Even if there are social distancing and resource limitation rules in place in September, your child will 

still be able to explore their environment in a safe way. 

We will do our upmost best to ensure your child adjusts to the new routine and structure of Reception 
as soon as possible. 



The Curriculum 

We plan cross-curricular activities using the 7 Areas of learning outlined in the Early Education 
Development Matters. Ensuring children are exposed to high quality and engaging learning 

activities. These 7 areas are the further development in Reception. Each of the 7 areas are broken 
down into two or three sections. We have the Prime Areas and the Specific Areas. 

Please proceed to the next slides where we will further explain the 7 areas 



Personal, Social and
Emotional Development

Personal, Social and Emotional Development supports children to learn to get on with others and 
make friends, understand and talk about feelings, learn about right and wrong, develop 

independence and their self-esteem. They learn to deal with any conflicts by themselves and 
being able to follow the school values and make the correct behaviour choices. We also provide 

activities to help the children develop their own self confidence to be able to lead a group in their 
play or ask questions of other adults or children. This area, along with Communication and 

Language are vital areas of children’s development. It helps them to interact and form strong and 
positive relationships in later life. . 



Communication and 
Language

As children develop speaking and listening skills, they are building the foundations for learning. 
We promote communication and language through adults speaking in clear, short sentences 

whilst providing constant eye contact and encouraging the children to do the same. Repeating 
sentences back to the children ensuring to replace mistakes with corrections. Doing this will help 

to build your child’s vocabulary and understanding to sentence structure. 
We promote independence by giving them sets of instructions to carry out, this shows that they 

have understood what they have been asked to do. 



Physical Development 

This area is a vital part in children’s development. At Drove, we have a heavy emphasis in the 
children’s fine motor (small movements) and gross motor (big movements) control. We have PE 
sessions twice a week as well as access to our garden. This is where the children can run, jump, 

climb, skip and explore different ways of moving. Paul Ashman leads our Balance Ability bike 
sessions with the children. Each class has session for one term. This helps the children to find their 

centre of gravity, therefore improving their ability to sit at a table. We also have dedicated Fine 
Motor sessions where the children use the small muscles in their hands. This helps to improve 
their scissor control as well as their letter formation. We also teach the children the skills to be 

independent so they can toilet themselves, wash hands and get themselves dressed and 
undressed. We discuss the importance of a healthy lifestyle including healthy foods and exercise.



Literacy

This area involves both reading and writing. The children have phonic lessons every morning. 
Within these lessons, they are learning new sounds, segmenting and blending word and reading 

sight words. Once your child has grasped those skills, they will begin to read and understand 
simple sentences, decode words and read them aloud, as well as writing simple sentences 

themselves. We encourage the children to read and look at books. We promote conversations and 
discuss the pictures. We encourage the children to predict what might happen next in the story. 

We expose the children to fiction and non-fiction books.



Mathematics

In Maths, we teach the children the basic skills. We do a number a week, where we look at what 
that number looks like on different things, for example, dice, numicon, 5’s/10’s frame and the 
number written in words. We explore adding and subtracting, counting, 1:1 correspondence, 

number formation, number recognition, counting beyond 10, grouping objects, more/less. They 
will also learn about shapes, height, weight, patterns and capacity.



Understanding the
World

In this area, the children will learn about the word, those who live in the world around them and 
their community. We celebrate many festivals, for example, Chinese New Year, Holi and Diwali. We 

provide the children will opportunities and experiences to discuss changes over time. In spring, 
we have Caterpillars, which then turn into Butterflies. This allows the children to see the physical 

changes over time. As well as this, we look at the seasons and plants. We provide the children 
with I-pads, where they able to complete simple programmes and navigate their way round the 

device.



Expressive Arts and
Design

Through this area your child will be able to show their creative side.  We provide the children with 
many opportunities throughout the day to express themselves. We dance and sing as well as have 

creative activities out on the table each week. We have a planned activity each week, as well as 
allowing the children to explore the resources themselves. We have a role play corner, which is a 
dedicated home corner. This is where the children are comfortable and will express themselves, 

act out what they see at home and hold conversations with others.



More information

For more information on the Early Years Profile please read our ‘Welcome Booklet 
for Reception Parents’


