
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
         

Wednesday 21st October 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
This is the most difficult letter I have ever written to my families. After much 
thought and consideration, I have decided to retire at Christmas and leave what I 
consider to be the most amazing primary school ever. My last day will be Friday 
18th December. 
My time at Drove has been the pinnacle of my career and I can’t think of a better 
school at which to end 38 years of teaching. Having spent the last 8 years at 
Drove, I can honestly say that there is no other school like it. The children and 
families have made my time here perfect in every way and I will be truly sad to 
say farewell.  
 
The support and encouragement that I have had from all of you over the years 
has been second to none. Everyday has brought so many memorable moments 
and year after year the children that have passed through the doors have created 
a place that not many Heads have the privilege to experience. The joy of being 
the Head here is unmeasurable and I know that Drove will always remain in my 
head and close to my heart. However, it is time to let the reins pass to someone 
new who will enjoy Drove as much as I have.  
 
To reassure you of stability, Dr Capstick will take over as the Interim Head 
supported by Mrs Bardwell and Mr James. Dr Capstick will lead on the 
recruitment process with Mark Powell our Chair of Governors.  Mark will keep 
you informed of further developments. We will have a new Head fully 
operational by September 2021. 
 
In the meantime, I wanted to say thank you for your support and encouragement 
during these very challenging times and particularly this term. The children have 
returned to school happy and excited and they are a credit to all of you in the 
way they have conducted themselves, following the rules and routines and 
settling back into their work.  
 
Have a very enjoyable half term and see you all again on Monday 2nd November. 
 
Best wishes  
 

 
 
Helen Swanson 
Principal Drove Primary School 


